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Examiner 

Young N Won 
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.. The MAILING DATE of this commun ication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

,nnoeven..ho W ever. m ayareplybe„me h , fi led 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this • c ° m ^" n '^ 0 "- . .... thestatutorv minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for forrnal I matters prosecutor , as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) hi is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1z5 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) E The drawing(s) filed on 06 August 1999 is/are: a)D accepted or b)IEI objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 ZM Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)EAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .|2 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

rvTi . „ « a / D -rn_i«™ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) . 

1) g Notice of References Crted (PTO-892 5 H Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

2) □ Notice of DraftspersorVs Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) LJ "« e ol 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement^) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) |_| Otoer. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-5 have been examined. 



Drawings 



2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 ,84(p)(5) because they 
do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: 1131, 1 132, 1 133, 
1134,1135,1141, 1142, 1143, 1144, and 1145 ofPg. 11 lines 10-16 of the Specification. A 
proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because they 
include the following reference sign(s) not mentioned in the description: Fig. 1 no. 103, Fig.6-1 1 
and Fig. 15 no.22, Fig.9 no.262, Fig.l7B no.S26, Fig.l8B no.S49, and Fig.l9A no.S53 and S54. 
A proposed drawing correction, corrected drawings, or amendment to the specification to add the 
reference sign(s) in the description, are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(6) because they 
fail to number each page with proper paragraph numbers. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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5. 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, requires the specification to be written in "full, clear, 
concise, and exact terms." The specification is replete with terms which are not clear, concise 
and exact. The specification should be revised carefully in order to comply with 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 
first paragraph. Examples of some unclear, inexact or verbose terms used in the specification 
are: pg. 1 paragraph 3, the sentence is considerably long with many errors in context; the last 
sentence of pg.2 paragraph 1; and last line on pg.2, the word "choice". There are many more 
uncertainties, which impose a burden on the examiner to understand the invention claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Richardson et al. U.S. Pat. No.6278996 Bl. 

As per claim 1, Richardson teaches about an information processing method, which 
comprises of a memory (see col.4 line 63, Fig.2 no.32, col.5 line 14 and linesl8-22, and col.7 
lines 4-8), a content selecting means necessary for preparing a reply (see Abstract, Fig. 3 no. 52, 
Fig.5(a) no.52, col.l lines 45-49, 56-58, and 62-64, col.2 lines 30-32 and 54-57, and col. 12 lines 
8-13,46-47, and 62-65), an answer message selecting means (see col.l lines 44-49 and 59-61, 
col.2 31-32, col.4 lines63-64, col.l 1 lines 62-67, and col. 12 lines 48-49), and a reply mail 
preparing means (see Abstract, col. lines 44-49, col.3 lines 6-11 and 25-29, col. 12 lines 1-2, 4-5, 
and 37-40). 

As per claim 2, Richardson teaches that one of the response actions can be responding to 
the writer (see col.3 lines 25-26). It would be inherit that such a response would entail setting 
the sender of the received mail as an addressee, to, or the like and the receiver of the received 
mail as the addresser, from, or the like. 

As per claim 3, Richardson teaches that the reply mail can be stored into a memory 
means (see col.7 lines 55-58). 

As per claims 4 and 5, Richardson discusses about a program readable by a computer 
able to perform the functions described above (see col.5 lines 16-22). 



Conclusion 



# 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Young N Won whose telephone number is 703-605-4241. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8 AM-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz R Sheikh can be reached on 703-305-9648. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-6296 for regular 
communications and N/A for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-5 140. 



Young N 





